Bosch readies for new dynamics on Indian bike terrain

Two-Wheeler Unit chief
says moving to BS VI is
a bold move

MURALIGOPALAN

Geoff Liersch believes the Indian govern-
ment s doing a good job to progressively
bringdown emissions. “They arelook-

ing atit in all perspectives and all
technologies,” says Bosch's
Head of Two-Wheeler & Powers-
ports Business Unit.

Liersch works out of Tokyo
but keeps a careful watch on
the Indian twowheeler land-
scape, which is now preparing
itself for a new set of challenges.
Beyond the safety norms in the
form of ABS and CBS that be-
come mandatory for all
bikes in less than 10
days from now, the
following year will
see Bharat Stage
Vi emission
norms coming
in across the
country.

Naturally,

the topic veers around to emissions and
cleaner options like electric. “l don't know
honestly whether the Internal combus-
tion engine or electric will be the best
suited in the future," admits Liersch. Yet,
he s of the view that there could be peri-
odsof timewhen one technology is better
suited than others, By the end of the day,
continues Liersch, BSVIisa“majorstep”in
the right direction. “However, I don't be-

lieve we are at the end of where the
world needs togoingeneral. Thisis
a bold move by the Government
tomovetoBSVIand | thinkitwill
work," he says.

Itis also his “persanal view”
that legislation should always
be agnostic totechnology. “You

should say this is what I want
from emissions. To me, it needs
to be also from wellowheel
and mot just halfway
through the techne-
logy" reiterates
Liersch.
Eventu-
ally, techno-
logyshould
playitsrole
in  bring-
ing down
emis-

sions, “Whether it is BS V1, VII, electrifica-
tionorwhatever,itshould be the best tech-
nology thatexists at that peint in time and
might change overtime.” he says

Bythe end of the day, even as legislation
keeps coming in, it is important for selu-
tion providers to offer something that is
also the most costeffective. According to
the Bosch head, there could be a situation
where twoalternative technologies areop-
eratingin tandem.

This s extremelylikely in regionslike In-
diawhere there are four different versions
of commuters depending on the end-user.
In this scenario, electric may be the most
costeffective solution “for that particular
distance” or,alternatively, petrol is the bet-
teralternative.

Liersch cautions from the experience of
ather countries that it not wise to change
the market too quickly and instead go
about working out things slowly towards
atarget. According to him, the Indian two-
wheeler market is interesting because
rider behaviour here s ‘completely differ-
ent from anywhere else in the world".

Not only is the country the largest pro-
ducer of bikes, scooters and mopeds at
aver 21 million units annually but there
are also so many categories of users that
the picture is mind-boggling. “Our chal-
lenge in technology is to reduce costs and

give as much performanceas we can,” says
Liersch.

Bosch, he adds, is constantly surveying
“a whole lot of new areas in mobility” to
figure out the path forward and what the

future looks Like. As Liersch says, with the
rapid pace of urbanisation, there may be
noroom lefton the road. “If you converted
Delhi from motorcycles ta cars, there will
be nowhere to park them,” exclaims Lier-

sch. This is true for many cities across the
world facing the challenges of urbanisa-
tion. In this scenario, it is his “personal
view" that motorcycles will become more
popular in such regions.



